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Spiral Stairs Served Traer Paper for 60 Years 


A familiar scene for 60 years at 
the Traer Star-Clipper ended with the 
Nov. 5 issue, the last to be published 
before the newspaper moved into its 
new plant. 

An increasing number of persons 
have climbed the famous country 
weekly’s circular staircase each Thurs- 


day since 1894 when it was built by 
tImer E. Taylor after fire had de- 
au the earlier Star-Clipper office 
and the post office. 

Comments the Star-Clipper: “Sixty 
years ago a weekly newspaper had 
no such amount of heavy equipment 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Tribune is a newspaper 


The dictionary gives you a choice. Spelled with a small with a capital, please, when you refer to our product by 
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With a capital “T,”’ however, Tribune is the name of a Coke a capital way of breaking your day. 
newspaper. And a magistrate, being up on his law, 

would caution you to respect and honor the right of the 
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Coke is also a trade-mark, of course—a trade-mark mean the same thing. 
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How About Newspapers in 2053? 


They'll Be Improved 
And Easier To Read 


Will there be newspapers 100 years 
from now? Ralph Shannon of the 
Washington Evening Journal is sure 
there will. They will be better than 
the newspapers now, and they will 
be produced with less fuss. But they 
will supply man’s fundamental desire 
for the news, he predicts, in a way 
that it cannot be supplied by any 
other medium. 

Shannon’s prediction was made as 
a message for the people of 2053 A. 
D., to be placed in the so-called “time 
capsule” under the floor of the new 
Communications Center, home of the 
school of journalism at the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in Iowa City. 

The statement was made early in 
1953, when Shannon was president 
of the Iowa Press association, in 
which capacity he was invited to ad- 
dress the people of 100 years hence, 
to tell them how we do things now 
and to give his outlook for the future. 

Don Reid, managing director of 
the Iowa Press association, made a 
similar statement, and so did Pub- 
lisher C. W. Brown cof the Oconomo- 
woe (Wis.) Enterprise, who was then 
president of the National Editorial 
association. 

Reid stressed the hope that the 
people of a century hence still will be 
free, as they are now, through being 
fully informed. Newspapers, he seem- 
ed to assume, still will be used, 
though the method of producing them 
doubtless will undergo great changes. 

“We are confident that tomorrow 
will be better,” Brown wrote. Fearful 
though we may be for the future, he 


believes the destiny of America will 
be shaped by the people in the smaller 
communities, representing more than 
half the population of the United 
States. 
Always Peering Ahead 
By Ralph Shannon 


Publisher, Washington Evening 
Journal 


Citizens of 2053 
lowa City, lowa 
To Whom It May Concern; 

Since Mr. and Mrs. Neanderthal 
lived in their Bavarian cave 500 cen- 
turies ago, mankind always has been 
looking into the future and wonder- 
ing. In this year of 1953 we still fol- 


low this age-old custom, only more 
so. More so because the past century 
has brought to us greater scientific 
and mechanical developments than in 
all previous centuries combined. 

Human amazement has been worn 
blunt by constant use. We have be- 
come so familiar with progress that 
we have even invented a phrase to 
express our indifference. Two little 
words, “So what!” 

In 1953, therefore, we are inclinéd 
to think we have reached the ultimate 
in thrills; and those of you who are 
living 100 years hence are apt to miss 
much of the fun as further advance- 
ments come along, one by one and 
two by two. 

Will there be newspapers in 2053? 

In the earlier years of the present 


Spiral Stairs Served for 60 Years 
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as is required to produce the Star- 
Clipper today, and a newspaper could 
function on the second floor about as 
well as on the ground floor. But with 
the years we have constantly added 
equipment, and we think it is time 
to move closer to the ground.” 

Taylor entered the newspaper busi- 
ness at the age of twelve as a printer's 
devil in the printshop of Bernard 
Murphy, then editor and publisher of 
the Traer Clipper. At sixteen, Taylor 
founded the Star and about eight 
vears later these newspapers were 
consolidated. 

When the fire occurred in 1888, 
Taylor bought out the town’s other 


newspaper, the Globe, and since has 
had a clear field. 

The Star-Clipper soon became fa- 
mous throughout the nation for its 
complete coverage of its field. Besides 
various state recognitions of its ex- 
cellence, it was named the best coun- 
try weekly in the U.S. by judges ap- 
pointed by the National Editorial 
association in three annual competi- 
tions——those of 1927, 1928 and 
1930. 

In 1887 Taylor married Ella Can- 
field, who became an important fac- 
tor in the success of the Star-Clipper. 
Their son Harry E. became a partner 
in the business in 1916, and another 
son, Elmer Jr., entered into a similar 
relation in 1931. 
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century we have been hearing the 
prediction from time to time that the 
news of the future will be dissemi- 
nated by air rather than by printer's 
ink. I can’t go along with that proph- 
ecy, however. I am confident the 
citizens of 2053 will be reading their 
newspapers in much the same man- 
ner as we do in the present day. The 
only difference will be that the news- 
papers are better and easier to read. 
WANTS IT HIS WAY 

I base this prediction upon a fund- 
amental quirk in human nature. Homo 
Sapiens is a selfish and stubborn crit- 
ter. He is a non-conformist. He in- 
sists upon adjusting the world to his 
own routines, and resists the idea that 
he must be at a certain place at a cer- 
tain time. He prefers to get his daily 
news at his own convenience, in a 
place of his own choosing. His news- 
paper fits those requirements. In 2053 
he will still be receiving his entertain- 
ment from the air waves, but he will 
be looking for his information from 
the pages of his favorite paper. 

There will be remarkable changes 
in the printing processes, of course. 
The cumbersome linotype machine, 
as we know it now, will be stream- 
lined in somewhat the same manner 
as the automobile. Electronics and 
photography will join hands to simp- 
lify and improve the printing meth- 
ods. Machinery that now grinds and 
clatters usefully in thousands of news- 
paper plants over the country will be 
transformed and rebuilt, and in the 
transformation it will likely lose much 
of its clatter. 

But these will be mechanical 
changes. 

Newspaper readers will remain un- 
changed, fundamentally. They will 
still pace the floor impatiently when 
the paper is late. They will continue 
to write scathing letters to the editor. 
They will chafe at editorial opinion, 
and maybe on occasion cancel their 
subscriptions. But they will find no 
satisfactory substitute for the news- 
paper's service. 

The man of the house, 100 years 
hence, will still seek his comfortable 
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chair each day at the same time, to 
review the news-—local, state, na- 
tional, and international — and post 
himself on the trends of the day. 
Newspapers have become a part of 
the American way of life. They will 
continue to be so, so long as there is 
an America. 
w Ww 
Have Right to Truth 
By Don J. Reid 


Managing Director, 
Iowa Press Association 


Dear Iowans of 2053: 

From 100 years ago, the Iowa Press 
association sends its greeting. 

We hope that your generation is a 
well-informed generation, as we be- 
lieve ours to be, even though our 
methods of communication may be 
considered primitive by your stand- 
ards. 

Here in 1953, we believe that the 
people have a right to be informed; 
that newspapers and other news-dis- 
seminating agencies have the right to 
seek and find the truth, and to dis- 
seminate it as they see it. We believe 
that government should not interfere 
with this right, nor should government 
hide the facts, nor censor the facts. 

If this letter is opened and read 
under circumstances such as we en- 
vision, before men and women who 
are free, and fully informed, we will 
have accomplished our obligation to 
your generation. 

DEDICATED TO NEWSPAPERS 

The Iowa Press association, under 
whose auspices this letter is writ- 
ten, is what we call nowadays a 
“trade association” dedicated to the 
advancement and improvement of 
newspapers; 433 newspapers are 
members of the association. As each 
newspaper in itself is a center of com- 
munications for its own locality, the 
Iowa Press association is in turn a 
center of communication for the news- 
papers themselves. Through this of- 
fice, we exchange information with 
one another; information that will 
help the individual publisher pro- 
duce a better newspaper, soundly fi- 
nanced and managed. 

Our papers are produced generally 
by what we call the “letter-press” 
method, under which a sheet of paper 
is pressed firmly against lead type, 
which is covered with ink before each 
impression. The ink is transferred di- 
rectly from the type to the sheet of 


paper. Perhaps you will have found a 
better way, or vastly improved on the 
old. We are beginning to make use 
of the “off-set”, or photographic meth- 
od of printing but this presently is 
confined almost entirely to what we 
call “commercial printing”; that is, 
the printing of letterheads, pamphlets 
and circulars for individual purchasers 
and is not yet widely used in the 
production of newspapers. 

Yes, the methods will have changed 
in the year 2053. What we hope will 
be found intact, a hundred years from 
now, are the principles which we in- 
herited from our ancestors and which 
we hope to pass along to you. As long 
as the people are fully informed, then 


and only then will they remain free. 


Small Papers Abound 
By C. W. Brown 


Publisher, Oconomowoc (Wis.) 
Enterprise 


Good Morning Citizens of 2053: 

This is written on a Saturday after- 
noon in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, a 
city of 5,345 residents nestled among 
lakes in a rich, dairy area 35 miles 
west of Milwaukee. Spring is in the 
air. 

The city is somewhat typical of the 
average community of the members 
of the National Editorial association. 
This trade association of the non- 
metropolitan press has slightly more 
than 5,000 members of which about 
600 are small dailies, some semi- 
weeklies, with the great majority 
weekly newspapers. 

This segment of the newspaper in- 
dustry represents over half of the pop- 
ulation of the United States, namely 
cities of 10,000 and less. Over half of 
the members of the United States 
senate and approximately two thirds 
of the members of congress come from 
our area. 

These past several years have seen 
a tremendous change in our size of 
publications. Thirty years ago many 
of them were incidental to commercial 
printing plants. Some were political 


METRO SERVICE 


80 Medison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


ucans PLUS BUSINESS ren ves 


THE Iowa PuBLISHER for DECEMBER, 1953 


Ge 
| 
. 
ise 
f 


organs. Not many of them were too 
well printed. Today, they are mostly 
independent in character, vastly im- 
proved, with many owned and edited 
by college graduates and daily news- 
paper men who have discovered that 
community newspapers have great 
potential, wield a strong influence and 
are substantial business properties. 
Few of them are for sale. 


NEWS IS MOSTLY LOCAL 


News content of weekly news- 
papers is mostly local. The weekly 
newspaper is a leader in community 
life and in community service. In my 
own newspaper, we have granted 
scholarships to 25 students in the last 
five years and at the present time 
have 13 young people in college re- 
sulting from $1000 cash awards dis- 
tributed over a four-year period at 
the rate of $250 a year. The news- 
paper operates this fund with the co- 
operation of local citizens as a non- 
profit corporation. The monev_ is 
raised by invitation in the columns of 
the newspaper without direct solicita- 
tion. 

While the smaller villages are de- 
clining in size by comparison, cities 
the size of Oconomowoc are growing. 
There is a great trend toward rural 
living and commuting to the metrop- 
olis. Industry is decentralizing to pro- 
vide better living for emplovees. 

These changing conditions in the 
cities under 10,000 and in the rural 
areas offer a challenge to the National 
Editorial association. The current pro- 
gram is to make alert the editors of 
our member papers to not only their 
responsibility under the right of a 
free press but also make them aware 
of their opportunity for service. In 
these days of changing conditions 
when the press and half of the world’s 
population is enslaved under the dic- 
tatorship of communism controlled 
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from Moscow, the effort is to protect 
the freedom of the American press. 
STRESSES HIGHER STANDARDS 

The National Editorial association 
has the responsibility to its members 
of leading them into higher ethical 
standards, to stronger editorial leader- 
ship, to better business practices. The 
association is interested at this time 
in greater research to establish more 
facts about what the advertising world 
calls the “sleeping giant”, namely the 
non-metropolitan press which is re- 
garded as untapped in its potential 
due to the lack of information regard- 
ing its value. 

Today we observe the subduing of 
nationalism through the efforts of the 
free world to unite for collective se- 
curity. 

We are viewing changing produc- 
tion methods in printing which fore- 
cast new processes for producing the 
printed word. While our members 
represent mass production in total, 
they represent limited production as 
individuals. It is the kind of produc- 
tion that is close to people. It is prob- 
ably correctly stated that our mem- 
bers represent the true America where 
people live away from mass living 
and mass thinking. We believe that 
whatever America is in 2053 will have 
had its destiny shaped more by the 
people who lived in our communities 
and by the people who have come 
from our communities and moved on 
into the national life than any other 
segment of our population. 


We have seen two world wars and 
while terrible as they were, we fear 
for the future in this new day of the 
development of the atom bomb unless 
the character and hearts of men can 
keep pace with the products of the 
men of science so that these new dis- 
coveries may be turned to peaceful 
pursuits lest they destroy us. 

The very thought of writing some- 
thing to be read one hundred years 
hence awes us. We cannot conceive 
progress equal to the past hundred 
vears but that is the limitation of 
man’s mind. As of now, human rela- 
tions is one of the major problems. 

We are confident that tomorrow 
will be better. We believe that the 
members of the National Editorial 
association will, through their work 
of today, make a contribution to that 
end. 

We who have gone before salute 
you. 
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Bannister Describes 
Farm News Writing 
At Ames Conference 


Farm news designed for income- 
building readership was recommended 
to Iowa editors at the annual news- 
paper conference at Iowa State col- 
lege in Ames Nov. 6 and 7. 

The new approach to farm news 
described in the farm news plan of 
the National Editorial associations 
agricultural committee, was presented 
by Dwight Bannister of the journ- 
alism staff at Iowa State college. 

Bannister pointed out the trend to- 
ward “how to do it” farm news and 
reminded Iowa editors that farmers 
are looking for ways of doing things 
that will add to their income. Income- 
building ideas in farm news get the 
highest readership, he said. 

“The alert editor will gear his farm 
news coverage to increase local buy- 
ing power,” the ISC journalist said. 
Farm news showing farmers new ways 
of making money gets high reader- 
ship in the weekly newspaper, he 
pointed out. 

One plan suggested by Bannister 
to promote more  income-building 
readership was promotion of a “how 
to do it” contest on the local level. 
The local newspaper can act as a 
clearing house for such ideas. The re- 
sult will be increased readership for 
the newspaper and increased buying 
power for the community, he pointed 
out. 

“The newspaper camera can help 
farmers increase your community’s 
buying power,” the speaker asserted. 
Farm pictures are valuable in explain- 
ing “how to do it” methods, and make 
income-building farm news one of 
the newspaper's best-read features. 


Media Bureau Completes 
7th Study of Readership 


The seventh Iowa Study of News- 
paper Readership, conducted by the 
bureau of media service of the State 
University of Iowa school of journ- 
alism, has been mailed to Iowa news- 
papers. 

Published in cooperation with the 
Iowa Press association, the survey 
deals with the readership habits of 
families subscribing to the Adams 
County Free Press. A single issue of 
the newspaper was selected for the 
readership measurement. 
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100 Years Old 


Tipton Advertiser Finishes 


Century of Newspapering 


Iowa's oldest weekly, the Tipton 
Advertiser, consummated a century of 
newspapering Nov. 12, 1953. 

One of the first newspapers in mid- 
western United States, the Adver- 
tiser’s lineal ancestor was the Cedar 
County News Letter, a small news- 
paper printed for 13 months in the 
village of Rochester, nine miles south 
of Tipton. 

A Rochester merchant and ferry 
operator, Nelson C. Swank, was pub- 
lisher of the News Letter and when he 
discontinued this newspaper he sold 
it to Charles Swetland, who moved it 
to Tipton. 

Copies of the News Letter were not 
saved. But when this publication be- 
came the Advertiser Nov. 12, 1853, 
its issues were preserved and exist to- 
day as a comprehensive community 
history in the Tipton public library. 

First issues of the Advertiser re- 
tained the News Letter nameplate be- 
cause a new titlecast had not yet ar- 
rived. However, the Advertiser's name 
was changed several times  subse- 
quently. 

Except for a brief suspension due 
to a paper shortage in 1865, the 
Advertiser has never missed an issue. 

The first issue told about the first 
Cedar county fair, held Oct. 11. N. C. 
Moffett was managing the paper for 
Swetland, and two attorneys——Wells 


Spicer and H. C. Piatt-—were listed 
as editors. 

On July 18, 1856, the Advertiser 
was changed to the Cedar County 
Advertiser, with Spicer propietor 
and editor. Succeeding editors were 
S. S. Daniels, William P. Wolf, Ce- 
dar county’s first superintendent of 
schools and later congressman and 
judge; Charles L. Longley, who ed- 
ited the paper more than 23 years; 
the Rev. A. C. Brande, W. R. Boyd, 
D. C. Mott, who in 1893 had just sold 
his What Cheer Patriot; and Sherman 
L. Yates, who was editor for almost 
29 years. 

On Jan. 1. 1926, Yates disposed of 
his half interest to Chamberlain 
Brothers, with J. E. Chamberlain as 
editor and F. J. Chamberlain in 
charge of the mechanical department. 

J. E. Chamberlain purchased his 
younger brother’s interest Jan. 1, 
1940, and has since been owner, al- 
though F. J. Chamberlain is employ- 
ed as linotype operator. 


Dr. Max E. Witte 

Dr. Max E. Witte, ]r., 58, super- 
intendent of the State Mental Health 
Institute at Independence, who has 
been writing a column on mental 
health for the Decorah Public Opin- 
ion, died Nov. 5 in Independence. 
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Sac Ad Gets Results 
Ai African Mission 


A Sac Sun advertisement of the 
State University of Iowa school of 
journalism newspaper production lab- 
oratory probably has shown the way 
to better journalism in a_ remote 
African mission. 

Sun subscribers Mr. and = Mrs. 
Frank A. Jackson, U.S. missionaries 
at Old Umtali Mission, Southern 
Rhodesia, saw the ad in a recent issue. 
Querying the school of journalism, 
they were acepted for fall 1955. 

In a letter to Sac City publisher 
Charles Hacke, Jackson said a wire 
from the school announcing their ac- 
ceptance reached the mission just 
prior to a board meeting to decide 
on the extent of their U.S. furlough 
for more religious education. 

Missionaries experienced in news- 
paper production, the board conclud- 
ed, could bring new and better journ- 
alistic life to the mission’s newspaper. 
Result: The board extended the fur- 
lough six months so that the course 
could be taken. 

Jackson also said they would try to 
raise funds in this country to buy a 
small press and linotype machine for 
the mission. 


Marengo Paper Prints 
Article-Ad Combination 


A lengthy feature article telling 
how a family of four helped to plan 
and build their home, and a full page 
of advertisements of firms associated 
in the construction of the home were 
printed by the Marengo Pioneer-Re- 
publican Nov. 5 on the basis of an 
idea from staff member Mrs. Harold 
Ellis. 

Eleven firms had advertisements on 
the page and with each was a friend- 
ly statement of the firm’s part in the 
construction and a plug. In the center 
of the page was a picture of workmen 
completing a last phase of construc- 
tion. 


Newspaper Visited 

The Anamosa Journal, the Le Mars 
Globe-Post and the Storm Lake news- 
papers are among Iowa weekly news- 
papers visited lately by youthful com- 
munity groups learning about news- 
paper plant operation. 
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Chicago Conferees 
Name Eyerly Head 
Of Continuing Study 


lowa was well represented at the 
Associated Press Managing Editors 
national convention in Chicago Nov. 
4-10 and Frank Eyerly, managing ed- 
itor of the Des Moines Register and 
Tribune, was named chairman of the 
Continuing Study committee. 

He is to be chairman for an im- 
portant period in the definition of 
APME aims. 

Many APME members felt that the 
“seven year itch” — as the first seven 
years of the continuing study are jo- 
cularly designated — had brought near 
realization of many of the association’s 
aims but that the study should be con- 
tinued with zest. 

Other Hawkeyes at the convention 
were: C. W. McLaury, Burlington 
Hawk-Eye Gazette; E. A. Streit, Clin- 
ton Herald, cited for cooperation in 
breaking the conductors’ strike story; 
Harry Mauck Jr., Council Bluffs Non- 
pareil; W. A. Ceperley, Davenport 
Democrat; M. A. Fulton, Davenport 
Times; Leighton Housh, Ken Mac- 
Donald and Parker Mize, Des Moines 
Register and Tribune; C. E. Barnum, 
Iowa City Iowan; Edwin B. Green, 
Iowa City Press-Citizen; Robert M. 
Buckley, Marshalltown Times-Repub- 
lican; Earl Hall, Mason City Globe- 
Gazette; publisher Robert McCoy and 
Gene Thorne, Waterloo Courier. 

Harry Slichter, whose Dubuque 
Telegraph-Herald was cited for news- 
photo cooperation in the McManus 
story, had planned to attend but could 
not because of an ankle injury. 


Groe Introduces Himself 
To Prairie City Readers 


Dennis Groe, new editor of the 
Prairie City News who has just been 
released from the U.S. marine corps, 
sent an autobiographical sketch from 
San Diego to introduce himself to 
News readers before taking over his 
editorial duties. 

Groe comments: 

In the coming years, the Prairie 
Citv News will continue to print news 
of local interest to the community; 
to strive to uphold its share in the 
futherance of Prairie City interests 
as a whole. 


Negro Editor Lauded 
For Des Moines Work 


James R. Morris, editor and pub- 
lisher of Iowa’s only Negro weekly, 
the Des Moines lowa Bystander, was 
honored Nov. 15 by the Des Moines 
Register through a commendatory 
feature article telling how he has 
helped to increase Des Moines em- 
ployment opportunities for Negroes. 

In the 37 years since Morris has 
been in Des Moines, many more 
Negroes are employed and at better 
jobs, the Register said. 

Morris himself was the first Negro 
to be a deputy county treasurer 
(1921-25), and after purchasing the 
Iowa Bystander in 1922 devoted many 
editorials to improving Negroes’ eco- 
nomic and educational status. 


Partitions Visitors 
Out of Back Shop 


A partition is being built between 
the front office and back shop of the 
Eldon Forum for several purposes, 
this newspaper tells readers. One of 
them is to diminish the amiable mo- 
lestation of back shoppers by time- 
killing breeze-shooters. 

“When you are working with ma- 
chinery and type, you must concen- 
trate,” says the Forum, and the parti- 
tion is “to keep everyone out of the 
back shop who doesn’t belong there.” 
If the non-staff spare-timers let us 
do our work, we will “then do our 
talking.” 

Oh, yes! The partition also is be- 
ing built so shelves can be erected. 


James Clifford Safely 

James Clifford Safley, 59, editor of 
the San Diego Union, and former re- 
porter for the Davenport Democrat, 
was killed Oct. 19 in an air transport 
crash near Monterrey, Mex. News- 
men and other officials were being 
flown by the Mexican government 
airplane to the dedication of Falcon 
dam on the international border. 


Odebolt Special Edition 

The Odebolt Chronicle printed an 
88-page tabloid “Progress Edition” in 
observance of being settled in its new 
building. 
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lowa Speakers 


J. S. Russell, farm editor of the 
Des Moines Register, has been speak- 
ing before Iowa groups on his recent 
tour of nine European countries. 

Gordon. Gammack, Des Moines 
Register and Tribune columnist and 
war correspondent, has been describ- 
ing his World War II and Korean 
war experiences before similiar Iowa 
groups. 

Lester G. Benz, head of the com- 
munity journalism sequence at the 
State University of Iowa school of 
journalism, has been talking to Iowa 
high school journalists. 

Al Faber, editor of the Iowa Le- 
gionnaire, spoke to Elkader high 
school and fraternal groups in observ- 
ance of American Education Week. 

Jack Shelly, WHO (Des Moines) 
newscaster, spoke before the Blue 
Grass Bankers association at Brooks 
Nov. 17. 


Grundy Paper Installs 


Photoelectric Engraver 

The Grundy Register announces the 
installation of a new Scan-A-Graver 
in line with its policy of printing more 
news pictures. 

The manufacturer of this photo- 
electric engraver, the Fairchild Cam- 
era and Instrument corporation of 
Syosset, Long Island, has a $60,000 
demonstration truck, the Scan-A-Van, 
touring the United States. 

This unit, equipped with two scan- 
agravers and a darkroom, made some 
Iowa stops recently, including the 
Anamosa newspapers, Adams County 
Free Press and the State University 
of Iowa school of journalism. 


Buys Minnesota Paper 

George H. Fisher, former rural cor- 
respondent and subscription salesman 
for the Fort Madison Evening Demo- 
crat, has purchased and taken over 
active management of the Ivanhoe 
(Minn.) Times. 


KAYL Has Birthday 

Storm Lake radio station KAYL 
observed its fifth birthday Nov. 13. 
This station employed 12 persons 
when it started in 1948 and now has 
a staff of 18. 


| 
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lowa Publisher Editorials 


Journalism at Grass Roots 


Is a Part of Cosmic Urge 


“There'll Always Be Newspapers” 
was the headline we wrote first for 
the lead article in this issue. But “al- 
ways” is a long time, so we resisted 
the temptation to a clever phrase and 
settled for “How About Newspapers 
in 2053 A. D.?” We agree with Ralph 
Shannon that there will be news- 
papers 100 years from now — but 
how? 

New techniques are enabling the 
industry to ride off rapidly in all di- 
rections. We are only on the threshold 
of possibilities offered by electronic 
controls and automatic production. 
These, coupled with electronic trans- 
mission, will remove physical limita- 
tions on expansion. 

Two examples of worldwide journ- 
alistic operations already are offered 
us, in the cases of the Reader’s Digest 
and the Time-Life enterprise. Here, 
by hookups of teletype and facsimile 
transmission to distant mechanical 
branches, we see demonstrations of a 
centralized editorial activity express- 
ing itself instantaneously in distribu- 
tion all over the globe. 

Adaptation of such methods to 
daily journalism is not unfeasible. We 
are already familiar with global news 
gathering on the daily basis, and 
should not be too much surprised at 
global distribution. 

All this has its sinister aspect. It 
suggests a civilization characterized 
by great mass thought controls, where 
the ideas and ideals of populations are 
channeled through central agencies. 
At present the aims of the Reader's 
Digest and of Time and Life are be- 
nevolent. But what if... 

Perhaps the very term, “mass com- 
munications,” with which we are be- 
coming familiar, indicates that we are 
already passing out of an era of rug- 
ged individualism, where our ideal 
citizen was an independent thinker, 
standing intellectually on his own feet. 
Director O. W. Riegel of the Lee 
Memorial Journalism foundation at 


8 


Washington and Lee university takes 
this view. 

But before we become completely 
dismayed, let us look at another devel- 
opment in our modern ways of living 
which may find its counterpart in 
journalism. That is the do-it-yourself 
movement. While the modern house- 
holder is confronted on store shelves 
with goods and supplies that are the 
same from Portland, Maine, to Port- 
land, Oregon, he also finds an abund- 
ance of tools and materials which en- 
able and encourage him to make the 
products of his heart’s desire in his 
own shop in his own basement. 

The same thing can happen in 
journalism, Offset printing and elec- 
tronic engraving already point the 
way. While it may not be that every 
man will have a print shop in his own 
basement, the decision to do so will 
not be impossible. The cost will not 
be prohibitive. 

In this view, no community will be 
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Che Jowa Publisher 
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Don J. Reid, Des Moines . Managing Director 
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too small to have its own newspaper. 
The limiting factor will be only the 
lack of someone with that catalystic 
touch of journalistic enterprise which 
makes a community vocal. Such per- 
sons, we predict, always will be 
found, as they always have been, 
through the continuing succession 
from John Peter Zenger and Ben- 
jamin Franklin down to our numerous 
contemporaries in newspaper shops 
large and small, all over Iowa and 
North America and, to a less extent, 
in other parts of the world. Theirs is 
journalism at the grass roots, a part 
of the cosmic urge. 


Staff Changes 


J. Dee Ellis, general manager of 
the Red Oak Express since 1946, has 
resigned from this position. His va- 
cancy has been filled by promotions 
within the organization: Thomas D. 
Murphy, president — publisher and 
vice-president; Kay W. Ruge — busi- 
ness manager; Jim Logan, editor — 
circulation department supervision; 
Curtis Swanson, printing department 
sales manager. 

Bernard Smith, news editor of the 
Humboldt newspapers, has taken a 
leave of absence from this job to be 
news editor of several weeklies in the 
Santa Paula (Calif.) area. 

Don Clemens, advertising manager 
at the Laurens Sun since September, 
has opened a commercial printing 
business in Eagle Grove. 

Mrs. Alice Mottz, former co-owner 
of the Lakeview Resort with Edwin C. 
McSheey, has joined the staff of the 
Nashua Reporter after selling her 
store at Midway. 

Mrs. Fred G. “Jeanne” Parsons, 
Dickinson county, has taken over as 
society editor at the Spirit Lake 
Beacon. 

Virgil McKee has replaced Robert 
Carl as circulation manager of the 
Ames Daily Tribune. 

John Notman, who joined the Clin- 
ton Daily Herald in 1949, has been 
named co-publisher of this newspaper. 


Norwegian Editor Visits 

Jon Arnoy, editor of the Stavanger 
(Norway) Daily Aftenblad, visited 
relatives in Ocheyedan during mid- 
November. Arnoy was in this hem- 
isphere to help promote a new, giant 
land-clearing plow made in Norway. 
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President Burrows Says 


How Did | Do in 1953? 


Is Question To Ponder 


By John R. Burrows 


President Iowa Press Association 


¥ “How did I do in 1953?” is the 
question many Towa publishers are 
trying to answer. Perhaps you are one 
of the many. What happened to the 
profit and how can the expenses be 
cut in 1954? Or better yet, how can 
more profitable business be secured 
to insure a profit? These are some of 
the problems that most everyone 
faces. 

During the past months, many re- 
port a decline in business due to lower 
farm prices, hot, dry weather and 
general slow-down in buying. This 
has been reflected in advertising and 
a slight drop in the order of printing. 
At the same time, costs of labor, over- 
head and operating expenses continue 
to rise. 

According to many surveys, 1954 
will see business good and more sell- 
ing efforts necessary. If this is true, 
the newspaper along with other media 
should get a better volume of adver- 
tising. On the local level, it will mean 
that more aggressive work should be 
done in the advertising department. 
Planned compaigns, use of pictures or 
illustrations from mat services, with 
good copy, will help to build linage. 

Generally speaking, business in the 
newspaper field has been good, and 
should continue to be good in 1954. 
Costs, however, will have to be kept 
down as much as possible by various 
means. Labor saving equipment, less 
over-time, more efficient operations, 
reduction of loss time, such as “coffee 
time” and other non-productive ac- 
tivities, become urgent. 

Ww w 
Y Prof. Kenneth Marvin is to be 
congratulated upon the fine program 
that he arranged for the fall confer- 
ence of Iowa newspapermen and the 
Iowa Columnists association held at 
Iowa State College at Ames, Nov. 6 
and 7. The meetings were well at- 
tended and good discussions were 


held a feature of the Friday after- 
noon session was a “Television Pan- 
el” discussion over WOI-TV_ with 
Iowa publishers participating. Those 
in attendance at the conference were 
also present in the studio for the pro- 
gram. The sessions on Saturday also 
were well attended. The Iowa State 
chapter of Sigma Delta Chi was host 
for the Saturday noon luncheon and 
the State college provided two tickets 
for each newspaper represented for 
the Iowa State-Nebraska game. 
W Plans are now being made for the 
annual Iowa Press association meet- 
ing in Des Moines early in May. Sug- 
gestions for discussion or presentation 
during the sessions will be welcomed 
and should be sent to the central of- 
fice at Des Moines. 
wv 

Y One out of five contractors goes 
broke every year, according to Busi- 
ness Week magazine. Many of these 
failures can be traced to improper 
estimating. The estimator must know 
quantities and prices of all materials 
to be used, number of hours of labor 
required, going wages, the amount of 
overhead, taxes, insurance and many 
other factors. A couple of bad guesses 
and he’s in the red. 

Surely printers are in the same class 
as many contractors. Most jobs of 
printing are on contract prices, and 
how many printers can definitely 
determine their costs and fair profit 
in advance? Few average small town 
shops have adequate bookkeeping or 
cost estimating guides to determine a 
fair profit. Cost accounting is lacking, 
vet many shops are operated on a 
guess and by-chance basis. Small 
jobs, taken at a loss, may not break 
you, but a big job or two, taken at 
a loss, can. 

If you do not have accurate cost 
accounting records, your next best bet 
is to arm yourself with a Franklin 
Printing catalog and learn how to use 
it. This price book will not guarantee 
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you a profit, but it will give you an 
awfully good idea of what the job 
should be done for. It does not con- 
sider errors, slow printers or obsolete 
equipment. It is based upon average 
costs throughout the country with 
modern equipment and good, skilled 
craftsmen. 

On long runs it is questionable if 
the average equipped Iowa news- 
paper-job shop can come anyhere near 
to breaking even when Franklin prices 
are used. Short run prices, may appear 
to be high in the catalog, but those 
who have studied costs most rather 
question if they are. 

If you are estimating costs, better 
watch yourself, for there are many 
hidden costs in the printing business 
that can be easily forgotten. They are 
the items that may determine the 
profit or loss on a job. The Franklin 
Printing catalog is at least an excellent 
guide for checking on your estimating. 
There may be other guides, but so far 
I have never seen one that is practical. 

Ww 
Y Here’s wishing for one and all, a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year in 
1954. 


6 Cars To Be Awarded 
In Subscription Campaign 
Six new automobiles are to be given 
to carrier salesmen and_ supervisory 
personnel of the Des Moines Register 
and Tribune by this newspaper at 
the conclusion of its fall subscription 
drive. Four cars will go to boy car- 


riers, one to a rural route salesman 
and one to a member of the circula- 
tion supervisory staff. 

The rules provide that for each 
three copies of Sunday or daily in- 
crease, the carrier salesman gets one 
entry in the contest. In addition, the 
carrier's parents must complete the 
sentence: “I like my son to be a Reg- 
ister and Tribune carrier because . ..” 


Pan American Group 


Honors R. A. Kennelly 

R. A. Kennelly of Long Beach 
(Calif.) State college, who holds a 
doctorate degree from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa and is a former staff 
member of the Odebolt Chronicle, 
has been honored by the Pan Amer- 
ican Institute of Geography and His- 
tory. 

This group has asked to publish his 
doctoral dissertation: “Steel Industry 
in Mexico.” 
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Originality Is Great 


But Coverage of Weddings 


Is Mighty Stereotypical 


Newspaper people don’t like the 
similarity of the average wedding 
stories. Sometimes only the names 
and minor details differentiate one 
wedding account from another. Yet 
it is difficult to see how to make them 
at all original. 

A city society editor said she tried 
once or twice to make one account 
differ from the other and interject a 
little originality at least into the order 
of the account, but her stories did not 
meet with approval and she reverted 
to the old stereotyped form. 

These stereotyped wedding ac- 
counts are the fault, “partly of the 
people and partly of the newspaper 
writers,” says the Marengo Pioneer- 
Republican. “We give them prepared 
blanks and there are spaces for the 
seed pearls, the points at the wrist, 
the orchids. 

But no space at all for those little 
things that make real the guy and 
gal getting married. . . . Did she make 
her own wedding gown? Wear her 
sister's veil? Who baked the cake? 
Were there from 
whom? These are things we don’t ex- 
pect to find in a wedding story —— 
though it would be fun to know. Did 
Pop's arm shake as he walked down 


telegrams, and 


the aisle?——the ice cream arrive late? 


——the bridegroom lose his voice?” 


The bride and groom——also Pop 


——would not appreciate reading the 
answers to these questions in their 
home town newspapers. 

But when a typographical error or 
omission of a line balls up the detail- 
ed description of the wedding gown it 
sometimes makes really interesting 
reading. For instance: “The bride 
was lovely in an imported veil of 
French illusion. . . .” And here is an- 
other clipped from an exchange: “The 
bride appeared gowned in a cascade 
arrangement of sweetpeas and steph- 
anotis.” 

Such amusing errors give all the 
readers except the bridal couple and 
their families a chuckle——but woe to 
the proofreader who lets the chuckle 
slip in! 

The briefer the wedding account, 
the better it pleases most people—— 
including the editors! You may say 
that an elaborate wedding deserves 
an elaborate write-up, but we cannot 
see that it is really any more import- 
ant than the simple ceremony per- 
formed before a judge in the pres- 
ence of a couple of witnesses. 


Modernizes Entrance 

The What Cheer Patriot-Chronicle 
building has a new front entrance of 
corrugated structural glass and alu- 
minum. 


EXTRA-PROFIT ITEM 


trated folder. 


MOORE BUSINESS ING 
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REDIFORM DIVISION 


$implified Account $ystem 


Moore’s Simplified Account System 
cuts confusion, halves bookkeeping 
work, eliminates costly errors. 
You'll do any small firm a favor — 
and put extra dollars in your own 
pocket — by giving them the story 
'on Moore’s Simplified Account 
System. Write for free illus- 


“TEXAS 


.lisher of the weekly Tribune. 


Oskaloosa Students 
Dine With Editors 


Publishers of the two Oskaloosa 
newspapers were hosts to the high 
school journalists of that city at a lun- 
cheon in the Hotel Downing party 
room Tuesday noon, Nov. 24. Guests 
included all of the journalism class 
and the staffs of the school newspaper 
and_ yearbook. 

Lester G. Benz, who is in charge 
of high school relations for the State 
University of Iowa school of journal- 
ism, was luncheon speaker. Benz 
spoke on “Journalism as a Career,” 
pointing out the opportunities in com- 
munications today. He also answered 
students’ questions concerning high 
school publications. 

Thelma R. Draper, journalism ad- 
viser at Oskaloosa high school, ar- 
ranged the program. She introduced 
A. K. Walling, publisher of the Daily 
Herald, and Geo. Draper, pub- 


The Oskaloosa editors spoke brief- 
ly, expressing their pleasure at serv- 
ing as hosts to the high school journ- i 
alists and the hope that some of the 
students would continue studies lead- 
ing to careers in some phase of mass j 
communications. 


Don D. McClure 

Don D. McClure, 71, publisher of 
the Fontanelle Observer for nearly 
40 years, died at the Adair County 
Memorial hospital Nov. 4 following 
a heart attack. 

Born at Wyoming, Iowa, McClure 
attended Knox college in Galesburg 
(Ill.) for two years before joining his 
father, William H. McClure, on the 
Observer. He took over this news- 
paper when his father died in 1914. 

His brother, Scott McClue, is tak- 
ing over as editor of the Observer. 


Continues at Terril 

The Terril Record is being pub- 
lished by Mrs. Nona Johnson and Mrs. 
Georgia Moore, daughters of the late 
publisher, George Grow, who died 


Oct. 22 


Helps Historians 

Tom D. Conklin, publisher of the 
Nashua Reporter, was instrumental in 
calling a meeting to organize a Chick- 
asaw county historical society. 
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Penitentiary Installs 
Printing Equipment 


The Iowa State Pentitentiary at 
Fort Madison has completed the in- 
stallation of a linotype machine with 
news faces and the Caslon series. The 
installation was by W. N. Kueneman, 
Grinnell, and T. C. “Dutch” Crane, 
Albia. 

For years the prison magazine, 
The Presido, has been set by hand 
and the prison plant has in excess of 
100 fonts of Stymie faces for sale. 

The modernization program also 
included the installation of a new 
saw, new pig facilities for the cast- 
ing box and galley cabinets. 

The Presido ranks first among pris- 
on publications in this country, hav- 
ing several talented writers. One is 
Tom Runyon, who has just published 
a book about prison life. 

Warden P. A. Lainson is hopeful 
that many of the short-term men will 
be able to learn the printing trade 
before they leave. He suggests that 
publishers interested in getting train- 
ed employes write to: H. E. Ping, 
Chief Clerk, Iowa State Penitentiary, 
Fort Madison. Authorities will en- 
deavor to select a suitable, screened 
man and train him for you — if you 
can wait a few years. 


Stops TV Guide 


After publishing a television guide 
for some time, the Bellevue, Herald 
has discontinued it because too few 
readers seemed interested. The Her- 
ald printed an editorial, however, tell- 
ing why the guide will not be carried 
and thanking the few readers who had 
written asking for continuance of the 
guide. 


Open House at Madrid 


The Madrid Register-News and the 
Western Printing & Lithographing 
company held an open house Nov. 21. 
Visitors were served coffee and 
doughnuts and shown all phases of 
newspaper production. 


Robbins Elected Mayor 


Kenneth Robbins, publisher of the 
Bayard News and Bagley Gazette, 
has been elected mayor of Bayard. 


Newspaper Crusader 
Leaves Elkader Paper 


Lewis Barnet, former New York 
and Chicago newspaperman who has 
edited the Clayton County Register 
for the past nine months, has taken a 
job with a Praire du Chien (Wis.) 
newspaper. 

In a feature article on Barnet, the 
Des Moines Register lauded his cru- 
sade in Elkader to eliminate abuses 
of public funds and said that Barnet 
has “made his presence felt in local 
and county governmental circles.” 


Editors Asked To Help 
Consider Road Project 

A. M. Piper, editor of the Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil, Tom Frey, publish- 
er of the Neola and Minden news- 
papers, and Marshall Lusk, editor of 
the Council Bluffs Farmer-Labor 
Press, have been named to a_ Pot- 
tawattamie county group to consider 
a proposal for a paved truck cut-off 
route around Council Bluffs. 


Ver Steeg Quoted 

George Ver Steeg, editor of the 
Pella Chronicle, was among U.S. ed- 
itors quoted in the American Press’, 
“Newspaper Jury” page on the ques- 
tion: “Do you feel that congressmen 
are really influenced in their voting 
by the editorials expressed in weekly 
newspapers?” 

“The country weekly newspapers 
are the congressman’s ears — to the 
ground,” Ver Steeg wrote. 


Black Re-elected 


Ed Black, Preston Times publisher, 
was reseated in the Preston city 
council in a_ blank-ballot election 
which retained the incumbent mayor 
and council. 


Finds Historic Page 

A man near Manchester has found 
a page from the New York Herald of 
April 15, 1865, which bordered in 
black, tells of Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination. 


naires! 


THANK YOU 


-- lowa Publishers 


for your fine response to our question- 


It may seem that we query you too 
often, but it is only, we assure you, 
when the information sought will 
prove of value to you. 


Your cooperation and promptness in an- 
swering are sincerely appreciated! 


BUREAU OF MEDIA SERVICE 


School of Journalism 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 


lowa City, lowa 
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Classified Ads Need 
Full-Time Manager 


At a recent meeting of the South- 
ern California Classified Advertising 
managers, the writer was confronted 
with an interesting question: The ad- 
vertising manager and business mana- 
ger of a successful daily newspaper in 
a city of 9,000 population asked, “Can 
we afford to put on an_ additional 
person to devote full time to our 
classified advertising?” 

They went on to explain that the 
display man now calls on a few real 
estate and used car accounts which 
run classified regularly, but the rest 
“just comes in.” 

This newspaper now is running an 
average of four columns of classified 
daily but, these two executives said, 
“it frequently goes up to a page.” It 
was this observation, more than any 
other factor, that led us to say that a 
full time person on classified would 
be profitable. If this mewspaper’s 
classified frequently makes a_ full 
page, then it is feasible that it can 
run a page or more every day. By the 
use of the proper rate structure, 
“peak” days can be eliminated, and 
every issue will carry a representation 
of want ads which will render a com- 
plete service to the newspaper’s read- 
ers. 

More and more publishers are ap- 


praising their classified not only as a 
revenue factor, but as a feature of 
their newspaper which attracts and 
holds readers. They now look upon a 
complete want ad service as one of 
their greatest obligations to the com- 
munities which they serve. The recom- 
mendation to put on a classified ad- 
vertising manager, however, was 
made with these reservations: 

1. Obviously, this is no swivel- 
chair executive job. This person will 
be selling, selling, selling — both out- 
side and on the telephone — for at 
least seven hours out of every eight- 
hour day. (It will more likely be a 10 
or 12 hour day, because if the right 
person gets the job, there will be a lot 
of extra-curricular effort devoted to 
sales planning and copy writing). 

2. Earnings on the job must be 
enough to attract a capable person. 
A salary plus bonus arrangement is 
best, the bonus to be paid on in- 
creased revenue. 

3. If the present rate card is not 
designed for maximum volume and a 
balanced want ad section each day, 
the classified manager should have the 
option to revise the rate schedule to 
achieve these objectives. 

4. Management support must be 
100 per cent — with full appreciation 
of the manifold values of an adequate 
classified advertising volume. 

From a dollar-and-cent standpoint, 
it is believed that this newspaper 


18,000 INVENTIONS 
Behind Every Call You Make 


Since Alexander Graham Bell 
built his first telephone, there 
have been more than 18,000 in- 
improvements in 
telephone service. All have helped 
to improve your service and to 
keep down its cost. They have 
given America the best telephone 
service in the world—the fastest, 
most dependable, most useful 
and cheapest — to meet your 
for business, for 
pleasure and in emergencies. 


ventions and 


every need 


NORTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE CO. 


would find that the acquisition of a 
classified advertising manager will 
prove a highly profitable investment. 


75% of Penn Journalism 
Graduates Stay in Field 


Penn State journalism graduates 
have been employed by 98 Pennsyl- 
vania dailies and 60 Pennsylvania 
weeklies in the past 25 years. 

This is revealed in the 1953 journ- 
alism alumni directory, published last 
spring by the department of journal- 
ism at Penn State. The directory lists 
1,082 Penn State journalism gradu- 
ates, along with their present occupa- 
tions and addresses, and previous 
journalistic experience. 

Of the 1,082 alumni listed in the 
directory, more than 75 per cent are 
now engaged in newspaper work or 
some other journalistic field. This is 
true despite the fact that about 12 
per cent of the men listed are now in 
military service and a large propor- 
tion of the women have retired from 
professional activity. 

More than 300 journalism alumni 
have done newspaper editorial work, 
and 139 have been advertising staff 
members. Twelve Penn State alumni 
have published their own news- 
papers. 

Penn State journalism graduates 
have also been staff members of 126 
newspapers in 33 other states. 

Among Pennsylvania newspapers 
which have employed Penn State 
journalism graduates, the Centre 
Daily Times leads in number ever em- 
ployed, with 34. Next come the Lan- 
caster newspapers, with 30, and the 
Williamsport newspapers with 21. 


Honored by Scouts 


A. E. Meyer, circulation manager 
of the Clinton Herald, received the 
Silver Beaver award for 1953 during 
the recognition dinner for adult scout- 
ers of the Mesquakie area Boy Scout 
council. The award is for  distin- 
guished service to boyhood. 


Gerstel at Webster City 

Steve Gerstel, 23, a native of 
Prague and a recent graduate of Co- 
lumbia university, New York City, has 
joined the Webster City F reeman- 
Journal as sports reporter. 
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Newsman’s Prayer 
Of Weal and Woe 


By Ted McCandless 


“O, Lord, have mercy on this guy 
as we wander here below, gathering 
news and spreading tales about the 
folks we know. It’s true, he is inqui- 
sitive .. . a very nosey guy; his one 
redeeming feature is, he’s seldom 
known to lie. He has his nose in ev- 
erything that happens here on earth, 
no matter what your standing is, how 
high or low your birth. You try to 
steal some money and present a pretty 
tale, this bird comes out and tells the 
truth as to why you went to jail. You 
wreck your car on one short beer, or 
so you firmly stated. This man reports 
the judge declared you were inebriat- 
ed. The preacher brings his sermons 
in, the lawyer brings his will, the 
plumber states in big bold type, he 
must collect his bill. 

“This man prints news about the 
time you first saw the light of day, 
about the things you did on earth and 
when you passed away. He has to 
delve in everything from politics to 
treason... at times he is convinced 
that even murder is in season. It’s 
queer how folks will do nice things, 
then drop a little hint as to how it 
wouldn’t hurt a bit to have it show 
in print. Then that same guy while 
flying high will cut some foolish caper 
and go to any length at all to keep it 
from the paper. And so we ask Thy 
mercy as we near the Golden Stairs 
4 Oe put us here to stick our nose 
in other folks’ affairs!” 


Sells at Rock Valley 

Pier D. Aldershof, editor and pub- 
lisher of the Rock Valley Bee for the 
past two years, has sold this news- 
paper to Paul Dean, who was with 
the Brookings (S.D.) Register for 
more than three years as news editor, 
sports editor and advertising man- 
ager. 


If you plan to... 


SELL YOUR NEWSPAPER 


take advantage of this agency’s many buyer 
contacts and selling experience. 


HERMAN H. KOCH 


Newspaper Broker—Former Publisher 
2610 Nebraska St., Sioux City, Iowa 


Porter Tells University 
About Italian Communism 

The fight against Communist prop- 
aganda in Italy is the fight of ulti- 
mate truths against the cynical ma- 
nipulation of men’s minds, Prof. Wil- 
liam E. Porter, head of the interna- 
tional press section in the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa school of journalism, 
said recently in a lecture on campus. 

Porter spent the past academic 
year in Italy as a Fulbright lecturer 
in the Instituto di Pubblicismo of the 
University of Rome. He explained 
that “communist propaganda is 
thorough, designed to create a long 
range atmosphere in which commu- 
nism can thrive, but it is also planned 
to swing tomorrow's election and to 
bring mobs into the plaza in four 
hours.” 


Joins Le Mars Staff 


Milo Price has joined the Le Mars 
Sentinel staff to write a column called 
“Window Wisdom.” Editor Chan 
Pitts, Jr., tells Price, who the past 
vear sought the Democratic nomina- 
tion for congress, that he “is going to 
be free to air his political opinions 
without hindrance in this Republican 
newspaper, except the libel laws of 
this land.” 


McDaniel Joins Staff 
Of Sioux City Journal 


Orien E. McDaniel has been ap- 
pointed circulation manager of the 
Sioux City Journal and Journal-Trib- 
une. He succeeds Ed E. Towns, who 
has been with the newspapers for 52 
years and is to remain as an adviser. 

McDaniel started in the newspaper 
business at the age of 10 as a carrier 
for the Indianapolis News and was 
later in the circulation departments 
of the Omaha Bee-News and World- 
Herald. 


Discusses Printing Trade 

The Humboldt Independent print- 
ed a 34-column-inch editorial.on the 
job opportunities in the newspaper 
printing business. The editorial point- 
ed out that young men willing to 
work during a training period in 
which the pay is not very high will 
later become members of a_highly- 
paid skilled profession. 


Television Tower Begun 

Construction has begun on a tele- 
vision transmission tower at Kensett 
for station KGLO-TV. It is to be in 
operation in early spring. 


--- FOR ALL TYPE METAL NEEDS 


Cut melting pot dross with Federated’s new CASTOMATIC® Type Metals... 
automatically cast on patented electronically controlled machines. The casting 
operation is completed under pressure... air is kept from the molten metal. 
Therefore harmful oxides are excluded and you get less dross in the melting 
pot. The metal is extra fine grained and uniform throughout. Orifices stay clean 
metal flows freely ... machines operate smoothly. Available in 5-lb. bars 
...in Monotype or Ludlow, Stereotypo, Linotype or Intertype. 


Federated stands ready to fill your needs promptly... and accept your dross 
. at any of its 11 type metal service points across the nation. 


See Federated first for CASTOMATIC Typo /\etals, for Electrotype Metal, 
Copper and Tin Anodes, Electrotyper’s Foil, Savaloy stick-type flux and 


Savemet dry powder flux. 


oe 
Dim 
AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY 
4041 PARK AVENUE, ST. LOUIS 10, MISSOURI 
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Parkersburg Paper 
Tells News Policy 


The newspaper's function as a pur- 
poseful informative medium which 
gathers and prints news, but does not 
make it, was described in a_ story 
published lately by the Parkersburg 
Eclipse: 

No newspaper makes the news — 
it only prints the things that happen. 
And in the case of a weekly it prints 
local happenings. That is why sub- 
scribers take the weekly newspaper. 

Time and again we have been ac- 
cused of not running this or that 
story — and we have always adhered 
to a policy of never running a story 
unless some good could be accom- 
plished by doing so. And we always 
knew the story, so if you did some- 


thing that never appeared in print it 
wasn't because we didn’t know about 
it. This paper has always stated that 
it will run traffic violation stories 
whenever we can get the facts simply 
because the lives of everyone are in- 
volved in recklessness on streets and 
highways. 

Such a story this paper ran last 
week. We really didn’t want to run 
the story but our conscience told us 
that for the good of the community 
this story should be run. People 
should be made aware of the situation. 
People are aware of the situation now 
but in so doing this writer has lost the 
friendship of persons in Parkersburg 
we valued. It couldn't be helped. 

A newspaper doesn’t make the 
news — you make the news. 

And regardless of who is involved 


THE LINOTYPE COMET 


is your magic password 
to easier maintenance, greater output 


Let the Linotype COMET be your “open sesame” to increased 
straight matter production with minimum downtime. 

Consider this one advantage: The COMET’s entire front swings 
open like a door for easy servicing of the keyrod rack and related 
parts. Of course, the keyboard swings out, too. 

Production? The COMET will pour matrices into the assembler 
as fast as your operator can run it. From tape, it can set 12 lines a 


minute of single column measure. 


Cut costs and increase profits. Send for the illustrated Comet 


folder today. 


29 Ryerson Street, Brooklyn 5, New York 


Agencies: New York, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Atlanta, 
Cleveland, San Francisco, Los Angeles 


(in Canada: Canadian Linotype, Limited, Toronto, Ontario 


Set in Linotype Caledonia and S: 
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in a traffic crash in Parkersburg, the 
story will be told as accurately as we 
can ascertain the facts. 


Eagle Editor Thinks 


TV Is Too Modern 

M. B. Crabbe, publisher of the 
Eagle Grove Eagle, comments on tele- 
vision being too modern. He says: 
“We got quite a kick out of the tele- 
vision play entitled “Printers Measure’ 
which was shown lately. It depicted 
the resistance to change and the in- 
troduction of modern machinery 
which plagued the industry in the 
early part of this century. 

“printers however noted that a 
model 34 linotype was used which 
is a model of tairly recent vintage. 
They also had an automatic Kluge 
running in the background all of the 
time and that press too is a fairly 
recent design. Neither machine was 
out in 1908 when the action in this 
play was supposedly taking place.” 


Press Women Meet 

Members of the southwest district 
of Iowa Press Women, Inc., held a 
dinner-meeting in Red Oak Nov. 15. 
Mrs. Don Wamberg of Glenwood, dis- 
trict director, presided and several of 
the presswomen made talks on news- 
paper work. 


Finds Old Journal 


A farmer near Belmond recently 
brought to the Independent office a 
copy of the Homestead ( a forerunner 
of Wallace’s Farmer) dated Sept. 27, 
1895. The old farm journal was found 
in the farmer’s attic. 


Moore Named President 

J. C. Moore, publisher of the Win- 
terset Madisonian, has been named 
president of the lowa-Nebraska Press 
association. He served as vice-presi- 
dent of the association this past year. 


Long Time Reader 

An 83-year-old Odebolt Chronicle 
reader, Ed Lundblad, has been tak- 
ing this newspaper since 1889, two 
years after the first publication. 
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Smith Discusses Problem 


Of Increasing Suspensions 

F. J. Smith, publisher of the Dy- 
ersville Commercial, wrote an edi- 
torial lately discussing the growing 
number of suspensions of small coun- 
try weekly newspapers. He attributes 
these suspensions to the diminishing 
businesses in small communities, 
pointing out that the business net- 
work in these communities is becom- 
ing just a trading post because of 
expansion of big businesses in big 
cities. 


Old Sentinel Found 


When Le Mars workmen were 
wrecking the old city hall building 
there recently, they found an 1897 
copy of the Le Mars Sentinel ander 
a window, presumably stuffed there 
long ago to keep out cold. In mention- 
ing the old newspaper, the Sentinel 
quoted items from it, including a 
mine explosion in Pennsylvania and 
the sinking of a British troopship. 


Shows City’s Growth 


A section devoted to showing the 
growth and development of Monti- 
cello was carried by the Express in 
its Oct. 26 issue. The “Better Homes 
and Building” feature included pic- 
tures of many of the new homes there. 


Gives Away Big Prizes 

At the close of its recent subscrip- 
tion campaign, the Eagle Grove 
Eagle gave away 14 prizes. The first 
two prizes were a $700 car order or 


$500 cash and a $600 car order or 
$400 cash. 


Heyer Buys Equipment 
James R. Heyer, owner and pub- 
lisher of the Sumner Gazette, has pur- 
chased the printing equipment and 
location of the Vierth Printing com- 
pany, operated by Frank Vierth. 


Students Write News 


Journalism students at Winterset 
high school wrote a news supplement 
to the Winterset Madisonian for Na- 
tional Education Week. 


THE Iowa PUBLISHER for DECEMBER, 1953 


rom Northern States — 


... manufacturers of Fine Envelopes! 


te fast and depend- 
able 
Justrite products 
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NORTHERN STATES ENVELOPE COMPANY 


300 E. 4th St. St. Paul, Minnesota 


School of Journalism 


What You May Expect 
In Back Shop Help 


From lowa City 


A trained beginner capable of setting 10 to 14 inches of type 
per hour the first week with a background which has em- 
phasized clean proofs, proper word division, and careful fol- 
lowing of copy. Speed should increase rather rapidly, depend- 
ing upon the amount of machine time on the job. 


A trainee who has been given “country shop” training. 
He will be able to set and lock up simple jobs, help with ads 
and make-up, do casting and feed press. 

Enrollments are now being taken for Spring, 1954. Only 15 
trainees will be accepted. Contact interested people in your 
community and have them write for details about the lino- 


type course. 


For full information, contact... 


Newspaper Production Laboratory 


lowa City, lowa 
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ganvelope We can handle your special envelope 
ways tog orders regardless of quantity or Specifi- 

cations. When you use dependable . 
a JUSTRITE Service it is never necessary ; 
to turn down business because of time 

are sold through print- elements or quantity requirements. Drop 
only... your shipments made under your label] upon j 
| request. Write NORTHERN STATES 


NO NEW RESOLUTIONS 


The advent of a new year usually calls for the adoption of 
new resolutions or the reaffirmation of old ones. 


In the case of A & P, it means a rededication to the prin- 
ciples that have guided our operations for the past 94 years. 


For A & P’s principles and practices are — and always have 
been — aimed at one goal: “giving every customer the most 
good food for her money.” 


In our continued efforts to reach this goal, we are going to 
seek improved performance during 1954 in three major areas: 


1. Narrowing the spread between farm and 
retail prices. 


2. Reducing waste and spoilage of food. 


3. Avoiding inefficient practices that will 
raise prices to consumers or lower returns 
to producers. 


The entire food industey, from producer to distributor, 
has given the American people the highest standard of eating 
in the world today. 


The men and women of A & P are proud of the part they 


have played in making this the best fed nation, and are deter- 
mined to do everything in their power to keep it so. 


A«P FOOD STORES 
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